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A MESSAGE FROM THE   
OLC BOARD PRESIDENT  

Throughout the past year, the OLC Board of Directors continued 
to forge forward in an atmosphere of funding uncertainties and 
organizational change. These factors resulted in a change to the 
board’s workplan and meeting schedule.   

 

 While the board continued to make progress in using clear 
language principles to review and revise governance policies and to more clearly define the 
board nomination process, much of the board’s time and energy focused on developing 
communications to speak out against the September 2006 federal funding cuts 
announcement and to determine how the board could most effectively connect with the 
moral ownership to achieve its ends. 

 

 In response to the announced funding cuts, the board developed a letter, which 
outlined why the funding cuts should be reversed. The letter was mailed to all of the 
Members of Parliament, Members of Provincial Parliament, opposition critics for Human 
Resource and Social Development Canada (HRDSC) and the Honourable Senator Joyce 
Fairbairn. The OLC’s board and staff were asked to speak on several committees - including 
the Senate Standing Committee hearings in Ottawa on February 16, 2007 - to provide 
informed advice about adult literacy program challenges and successes.  

 

 The Senate hearings were convened to debate the inquiry of the Honourable Senator 
Fairbairn, PC, calling the attention of the Senate to the state of literacy in Canada, which gave 
every senator in the chamber the opportunity to speak out on an issue in our country that is 
often forgotten. The protests against the federal funding cuts were indeed heard and the 
Honourable Senator Joyce Fairbairn continues to be one of the adult literacy field’s strongest 
supporters. 

 

 As we look forward to a new year, I would very much like to thank the OLC Board of 
Directors; Lesley Brown, the Acting Executive Director; and the OLC staff for the dedication 
and support they have demonstrated to the organization, to its moral ownership, and to one 
another during these challenging times! And, last but not least, I would like to extend special 
thanks and well wishes to Anette Chawla for her years of dedication to the OLC, for steering 
the organization into new directions that fostered its growth and for leaving the organization 
in the hands of a very capable and professional staff.   

 

       Annemarie Wesolowski, President and Chair 



 

 

Nothing endures but change.  
   -Heraclitus 

Change has been a continual theme running throughout the OLC this year. 

 The first important change happened when Anette Chawla took a leave from the OLC 
to undertake another important role - that of mother to her darling Ellen Satya - and I took 
over the reins as the Acting Executive Director. We were fortunate to find Sarah Bukhari, who 
joined the OLC as the Director of Program Development and who has been a tremendous 
asset to our team. We gained some great people, but we unfortunately also lost a treasured 
staff member as we had to say goodbye to Patricia Brady, a valued member of the OLC for the 
past 11 years. Askin Tanner, whose research and policy work were timely and necessary, left at 
the end of his contract with the OLC and is also sorely missed. 

 There were significant changes to our operations in the past year as a result of shifts in 
federal policy and funding structures through the newly reorganized National Office of 
Literacy and Learning (NOLL). Funding support, historically given to coalitions through the 
NOLL’s grant program, changed due to new policies and priorities and we saw the loss of 
financial support for the Adult Learners Network of Ontario (ALNO) and the Advisory 
Roundtable (ART) meetings. Between these two groups, the OLC was able to hear the voices 
of adult learners and key stakeholders from our regional literacy networks and sector 
councils. The OLC and our members have committed to exploring alternative methods for 
continuing these two important provincial literacy activities, and to seeking new and 
improved approaches for including the voices of literacy practitioners. 

 Changes at the OLC included broadening our literacy scope to encompass issues 
related to second language literacy. Working with new partners from TESL Ontario and the 
Ontario Council of Agencies Serving Immigrants (OCASI), through a research initiative 
funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, the OLC has been moving forward with research 
as well as policy and program recommendations. We continued to work closely with our 
labour, business and training partners through our Provincial Workforce/Workplace Advisory 
Committee, and with Action for Family Literacy Ontario (AFLO). In the past year, both of 
these literacy communities each held five regional forums across Ontario. We maintained our 
support of the Literacy and Basic Skills (LBS) community through resource development and 
initiated a pilot process for our latest resource – Finding Your Way at Work: Beyond 
Reading and Writing, where we worked closely with programs in colleges, school board and 
community programs. 

 Despite a year of many changes, one thing remained constant; the  
unwavering support of our Board of Directors, especially at turbulent 
junctures. We drew strength from the commitment of a great wealth of 
volunteers and were especially appreciative of the work undertaken by the 
ART, ALNO and AFLO working group members. The force that kept all 
this together was an excellent staff team, whose skill, commitment and 
energy helped steer us forward. 

 As we continue to navigate through the changing literacy landscape, we 
must look beyond what was and see the new opportunities, new partnerships 
and new possibilities that await the literacy field.  

       Lesley Brown, Acting Executive Director 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 



 

 

Highlights from 2006-2007 
Literacy Awareness and Action 

• The OLC participated in several parliamentary 
and senate committees to educate and inform 
government stakeholders about the importance 
of literacy in Canada.  The OLC made 
depositions at the Human Resources and Social 
Development, and Persons with Disabilities 
Committee as well as the Standing Senate 
Committee on Social Affairs, Science and 
Technology. 

• The OLC, as part of a delegation from the 
Ontario literacy community, attended Literacy 
Action Day in Ottawa. 

• Holding a press conference at St. Christopher 
House, in partnership with ABC Canada and the 
Metro Toronto Movement for Literacy, the OLC 
vocalized the need for government to recognize 
the investment that is necessary in raising 
literacy levels. Highlights of the conference were 
broadcast on OMNI-1, with interviews on CIUT. 

• With the provincial government’s introduction 
of their new strategy, Employment Ontario, the 
OLC surveyed our membership to find out what 
was important in relation to this initiative and 
took part in Minister Bentley’s Ontario 
Roundtable titled Towards an Effective Adult 
Learning System as well as the Labour Market 
Planning Stakeholder Focus Group session. 

* * * 

Support for Adult Literacy 

•  The OLC undertook a year’s pre-planning for 
an effective provincial literacy conference. With 
various stakeholders, including OLC members, 

themes were developed and presenters identified 
for an array of learning opportunities. (We are 
awaiting funding approval for this conference.) 

Support for Family Literacy 

• Action for Family Literacy in Ontario (AFLO), 
was the driving force behind several key 
resources developed by the OLC, including The 
State of Family Literacy in Ontario: Results of 
a Provincial Survey; the position paper, 
Family Literacy in Ontario: Putting it on the 
MAP; and A Guide to Best Practices. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

• AFLO was instrumental in the research 
initiative used to identify what types of 
programs operated in Ontario, how they were 
funded as well as what gaps there were in 
services and supports for these programs. 

• Five regional forums were held that brought 
together important family literacy 
representatives to review the position paper, 
research findings and recommendations, as 
well as to provide informed feedback. 



 

 

Highlights from 2006-2007 
Support for Workplace/Workforce 

Literacy 

• Building on the recommendations that came 
out of the OLC’s 2005 Workplace/Workforce 
Literacy Symposium, the OLC was able to plan 
and hold similar events in other regions over 
the past year. 

   

 

 

 

 
  

• A briefing paper was commissioned to 
address the uniqueness of five regions. Input 
from members of the Provincial and Regional 
Advisory Committees and other key 
stakeholders helped stimulate discussion and 
identify literacy development opportunities, 
challenges and needs specific to each region. 

• The OLC worked closely with employers to 
develop a workforce preparation guide entitled 
Finding Your Way at Work: Beyond Reading 
and Writing. The guide was developed in 
consultation with experts from the advisory 
committee and was pre-tested by adult literacy 
learners at every stage during the development 
of the resource. 

 

 

 

 

 

Support for ESL Literacy 

• In partnership, the OLC worked with members 
of the English as a Second Language (ESL) 
community through TESL Ontario, literacy 
practitioners, students with first language 
literacy challenges and settlement communities 
through OCASI. 

• Using three objectives—establishing a rich body 
of knowledge through research; establishing a 
community of practice; and facilitating 
information-sharing, dialogue and awareness-
raising—we made plans to address the long-
term impact of issues facing newcomers, 
including those with limited literacy in their 
first language. 

• It was determined that we will convene a day-
and-a-half symposium to bring together a wide 
range of stakeholders and potential partners in 
order to share the latest research from OLC’s 
report First Language/ESL Literacy in Ontario. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

• Presentations on the research findings were 
made at the OCASI Professional Development 
Conference and at the Ninth National Metropolis 
Conference.  

• An article on the realities, practices and issues 
of ESL literacy in Ontario was published in 
INSCAN: Journal of the Researcher Resource     
Division for Refugees in Spring 2007. 



 

 

News from the past year, hope for the future 
Member Voices 

 With the federal funding cuts and policy changes in 2006-2007, the OLC lost funding support 
for several essential means of gathering information and providing direction to the coalition. With a 
diversion of funding away from some of these activities, the OLC lost the ability to support the Adult 
Learners Network of Ontario (ALNO), Action for Family Literacy Ontario (AFLO) and the Advisory 
Roundtable (ART) committee. 

 The OLC’s challenge in the coming year is finding new and innovative systems for hearing 
those voices, so that the OLC will be able to identify and respond to the literacy field’s needs. The 
OLC has already started this work. Currently, the ART committee is looking for new ways to continue 
the networking, information sharing and planning aspects through survey input and an upcoming 
face-to-face meeting. 

 ALNO members have continued to meet by teleconference and have an upcoming face-to-face 
meeting planned to look at how to bring together the various and diverse voices of learners.  A 
“Learner’s Association”, managed by and for learners, is one of the ideas being explored. 

 One of the OLC’s goals for the upcoming year is looking for innovative ways to incorporate the 
views of adult literacy practitioners into the coalition’s work. 

OLC Staff 2006-2007 

Back Row (L to R): Ursula Mazur (Administrative Coordinator),  Susanne Smith 
(Bookkeeper/Office Manager), Sarah Bukhari (Director, Program Development), 
Askin Taner (Public Policy Analyst)           
Front Row (L to R): Gabriela Tavaru (Project Coordinator), Patricia Brady (Learner 
Coordinator), Lesley Brown (Acting Executive Director) 

Missing from photo: Anette Chawla (Executive Director) 



 

 

Robert M. Veltheer BA, MBA 

Chartered Accountant 

209 Harding Boulevard West, Richmond Hill, ON L4C 8X6 Canada 

Tel: 905-883-1508 • Internet Address: veltheer@rogers.com • Fax: 905-883-3147 

AUDITOR'S REPORT 

ON SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 

To the Members of Ontario Literacy Coalition: 

The accompanying summarized financial statements are derived from the complete financial statements of Ontario Literacy Coalition as at March 
31, 2007 and for the year then ended. In my auditor’s report on the complete financial statements, dated May 11, 2007, I expressed a qualified opin-
ion because I was unable to satisfy myself concerning the completeness of revenues from donations and fundraising. 

The fair summarization of the complete financial statements is the responsibility of management. My responsibility, in accordance with the appli-
cable Assurance Guideline of the Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants, is to report on the summarized financial statements. 

In my opinion, the accompanying financial statements fairly summarize, in all material respects, the related complete financial statements, in ac-
cordance with the criteria described in the Guideline referred to above. 

These summarized financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required by Canadian generally accepted accounting principles. Readers 
are cautioned that these statements may not be appropriate for their purposes. For more information on the entity’s financial position, results of 
operations and cash flows, reference should be made to the related complete financial statements.  

         

 Richmond Hill, Ontario     Robert M. Veltheer     
 May 11, 2007      Chartered Accountant 

Ontario Literacy Coalition                                                                              

Summarized Financial Statements            
For the Year Ended March 31, 2007 

Externally restricted           
Investments   $  196,598 $  571,396 
Accounts payable   $        -  $   (3,800)
Deferred operating grants  $(196,598) $(567,596) 
       
    $        -  $       - 

Internally restricted                      
Cash    $        -  $   40,835  
Investments   $    83,094 $    69,165  
       
    $  83,094 $110,000
    

Unrestricted                    
Working capital (deficiency)  $    (1,557) $   117,142 
Investments   $  152,859 $       -    
Fixed Assets   $       7,911  $      5,734 
       
    $ 159,213 $122,876 

Total fund balances      
    $242,307 $232,876 

                         
Complete audited financial statements are available from the offices of the corporation. 

Composition of fund balances 

2007  2006 2007  2006 
Revenue                     
Operation grants   $ 864,505 $  812,521                
Donations and fundraising  $     15,391 $     16,716 
Interest    $    22,729 $    14,262                 
Fees for service   $      3,378 $      4,280 

                    $906,003                 $847,779               

Expenses                      
Staffing    $  448,091 $ 365,400                
Consultants   $  213,066  $  140,775 
Office    $     78,148 $    74,778              
Travel & meetings   $    80,922 $  116,686                
Professional services  $       8,750 $     8,608                  
Rent    $    49,624 $   66,955               
Printing    $      17,971 $   25,104  

    $896,572                $798,306               

 

Excess of revenues over expenses $     9,431 $  49,473               

Fund balances beginning of year    232,876   183,403 

Fund balances end of year  $242,307                $232,876 

Operations and Changes in Fund Balances                
For the Year Ended March 31, 2007 

mailto:veltheer@rogers.com


 

 

OLC Board of Directors       
Annemarie Wesolowski* – President                             
Jane Godfrey – Vice-President                                             
Debera Flynn* – Secretary                                            
Corry Wink* – Governance Officer                                      
Shirley Annable*                                                               
Alimamy Bangura                 
Jan Goatcher*        
Trudy Lothian*        
Tom McEwan          
Asghar Naqvi           
Michael Shaughnessy*         
Angelique Angela Schinas* 

OLC Staff           
Lesley Brown           
 Acting Executive Director                
Anette Chawla          
 Executive Director (on leave)       
Sarah Bukhari          
 Director, Program Development              
Patricia Brady               
 Learner Coordinator (to February 07)
Urszula Mazur          
 Administrative Coordinator              
Susanne Smith        
 Bookkeeper/Office Manager             
Anne Sealey           
 Administrative Assistant (to August 06)   
Askin Taner          
 Public Policy Analyst (to November 06)       
Gabriela Tavaru         
 Project Coordinator 

Adult Learners Network of Ontario 
(ALNO)                
Henry Lariviere – Chair         
Michael Shaughnessy* – Vice-Chair      
Sandra Barnabé – Secretary        
Jason Ashkewe         
Doug Duval              
Ida Hilson           
Edward LeClere 

 

Advisory Roundtable (ART)        
Leah Morris,        
Adult Basic Education Association of Hamilton   
Henry Lariviere,        
Adult Learners Network of Ontario       
Michael Shaughnessy,       
Adult Learners Network of Ontario  
Lynne Wallace,          
College Sector Committee for Adult Upgrading  
Jette Cosburn,        
Community Literacy of Ontario                           
Brenda King*,          
Continuing Education of School Board Administrators  
Robyn Cook-Ritchie,            
Laubach Literacy Ontario                
Gay Douglas Broerse*,          
Literacy Link Niagara       
Douglas Noyes*,           
Literacy Link of Eastern Ontario   
Tamara Kaattari,           
Literacy Link South Central             
Mike Kentish*,           
Literacy Network Northeast            
Jennine Agnew-Kata,          
Literacy Network of Durham Region       
Annemarie Wesolowski*,          
Literacy Northwest               
Lesley Hamilton*,           
Literacy Ontario Central South          
Colleen D’Souza*/Glenn Pound,     
Metro Toronto Movement for Literacy       
Cheryl Conway*/Gwen Sturdy,        
Mid North Network for Adult Learning     
Mary Wiggin*,           
Ottawa Community Coalition for Literacy     
Matthew Shulman*,       
Peel/Halton/Dufferin Adult Learning Network 
Jane Tuer,           
Project READ Literacy Network        
Debera Flynn*,                 
QUILL Network              
Stephanie Hobbs*,         
Simcoe/Muskoka Literacy Network       
Andrea Dickinson*,            
Tri-County Literacy Network  

Our Volunteers, Staff and Supporters 2006-2007 

*These Board, ALNO, ART and AFLO members also volunteered for the OLC in other capacities. 



 

 

Action for Family Literacy Ontario 
(AFLO)                  
Alimamy Bangura         
Trudy Lothian*          
Deborah Nesbitt-Munroe           
Kim Oastler                       
Marilyn Perkovich-Farand         
Lorri Sauvé         
Penny Smith-Jensen      
Shirley Wellman  

Other Volunteers/Committee Members 
Janette Allinghan                        
Carynne Arnold                              
Sandra Arsenault                                 
Ann Ashberry                           
Patricia Ashie           
Joyce Banya                 
Indira Basu            
Frances Bell                
Beth Bellaire            
Joyce Bigelow                        
Lorraine Boland                
Judith Bond               
Paul Clipsham               
Linda Conley                    
Lori Culleton              
Barb Duguay                              
Catherine Durrant                
Joanne Elvy              
Gord Evans          
David Farrell                
Fahima Fatah                
Antonia Flores                  
Sue Folinsbee               
Pam Frache                 
Brenda Graham                 
Tim Nicholas Harrison                          
Yvonne Heninger           
Mary Hogarth       

Nancy Hutt          
Latifa Irshad                    
Nancy Jackson           
Paula Johnson             
Lynn Johnston                
Joanne Kaattari         
Trudy Kennell         
Susan LaForty           
Howard Lane           
Denis Lemieux            
Robb MacDonald                 
Teri MacDonald              
Paulina Maciulis             
Margaret Maynard                     
Helen McLeod                           
Michelle Meilleur                          
Gemma Mendez Smith                 
Gail Murdock            
Mary Anne Myers          
Sheila Nicholas             
Judy Noel         
Emma Noonan       
Kathie Notwell                          
Patricia Nutter                         
Grainne O'Donnell                 
Wendy Olson               
Deborah Palmer             
Lucie Proulx               
Padmini Raju              
Laurell Ritchie                  
Sue Sidlar                 
Sylvia Sioufi                               
Nadine Sookermany          
Larry Spence               
Jane Swan                   
Sue Switzer           
David Trumble               
Jane Venus                       
Wendy Woodhouse  

Our Volunteers, Staff and Supporters 2006-2007 

 We gratefully acknowledge the support of the National Office of Literacy and Learning; the   
Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities; the Ontario Trillium Foundation; and the    
Canadian Council on Learning/University of New Brunswick.     
 In addition, we acknowledge the contributions of the Toronto Adult Student Association 
(TASA), ABC CANADA Literacy Foundation and the University of Toronto Faculty Association. 
 Special thanks to all of our donors and contributors. Only with your generosity can the OLC 
continue to support various literacy networks and the overall literacy community through research 
and advocacy, thereby helping individuals with literacy challenges live full and productive lives. 



 

 

ONTARIO LITERACY COALITION 

65 Wellesley Street East, Suite 503                              
Toronto, ON   M4Y 1G7 

Tel: (416) 963-5787 Fax: (416) 963-8102                    
E-mail: olc@on.literacy.ca                                     

Web: www.on.literacy.ca

OLC’s Vision 

The OLC’s vision statement describes what we would like Ontario to look like in 
the future. People who have literacy challenges live full lives – at home, at work 

and in their communities. They have access to high quality supports and             
opportunities and they can find and use the information they need. 

mailto:olc@on.literacy.ca
http://www.on.literacy.ca

